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Societies Assembly Minutes – Wednesday 13th May 2015

1.  Apologies For Absence

	LEX
	Feminist

	Disney
	Criminology

	Drama
	Sikh

	Airsoft
	Islamic




Societies not in attendance from signing in sheet;

	ACS
	Islamic

	Anthony Nolan Marrow
	Jewish

	Architecture
	Juggling

	Brack Wildlife Photography
	Korean

	Chemistry
	Labour

	Chinese Christian
	Leadership International

	Civil Engineering
	Malaysian

	Computing
	Marxist & Proletariat

	Conservative Future
	Mathematics

	Cooking
	Microbiology

	Criminology
	Miscarriages of Justice

	CSSA
	Music

	Cypriot & Hellenic
	Palestine

	Design
	Pharmacology

	Economics
	Politics

	Education
	Real Ale and Cider

	English
	Rock & Alternative Music

	Fez Wearing
	Scouts & Guides

	Fly FM
	St Johns LINKS

	Hindu
	Vegetarian

	History
	Wine
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2. Accepting the Agenda 

Lizzy Kelly asked Assembly to approved the agenda. The agenda was unanimously ACCEPTED.

3. Notification of A.o.B

Simon Griffin (SG) added a motion to any other business.

4. Approving Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes were unanimously approved.



5. Updates

By-Elections

LK reminded groups that nominations would close on Friday 15th and that voting would open on the 18th May.

Groups should contact the societies coordinator if they are having problems.

Society Events

LK went through event information provided by Rock Soc and Pub Sports. 

6. Society Policies

LK explained that all policies needed approving except for the Health & Safety policy which needed approving from the SU Health and Safety Committee.

Training Policy

Q: Is it necessary to get rid of the 12 hours rule? It was good to have that there to ensure that all committee members were trained.

A: This will benefit societies with smaller committees who before had to send every committee member to every session before they could go ahead with their activity. This provides more flexibility.

LK reminded assembly that all committee members could still attend sessions.

For: 28
Against: 0
Abstain: 3

The policy passed.

Affiliations Policy

Q: Can we do mid-year affiliations?

A: yes there will be an opportunity to do this. VP Activities has the final say.

For: 28
Against: 0
No: 2


The policy passed.


Health & Safety

Q: Can we do one trip or event forms for multiple events?
Answer: Yes, for example if you’re doing an event every week, when you book a room just use same trip/event code and risk assessment. Societies can currently do this.

Q: Can we use the same risk assessment each time?
A: Yes, that’s fine.

Equipment & Storage

LK reinforced the message that specialist equipment is subject to further risk assessment.

Q: does the policy now include an amendment about storage of specialist equipment and who is responsible for it?
A: Yes – Societies must inform us when they have specialist equipment,

Y: 31
N: 0
A: O

The policy passed.

Finance Procedure & Funding Policy

LK explained that the old funding policy was out dated and needed to be fairer.LK also informed assembly that the minimum price for a membership was £1, not £0. This was too ensure that all students could see a value in their membership

She further explained that societies will get an additional coordinator.





Q: Will the fee be annual?
A: Yes, they will only have to pay a membership fee once to be a member all year long. There will be two allocation of match funding though, to support societies who get members in January.

Q: The dates aren’t flexible enough to allow us to do these events. Secondly there’s no guarantee that the payment will be made.
A: If you include summer events in your development plan, you can still get funding for them. In terms of the payments, with an additional coordinator and the guarantees we have from the finance department, we believe we can stick to these deadlines.

Michael Wigg (MW) clarified the 14 days is the timeline on the SU’s side.

Q: There should be another form of handling cash support (CRB check)
A: All cash handling has to be approved by the societies coordinator or VP Activities. Will be done on the basis on what people need.

Q: Will it affect money that we have in the accounts this year?
A: No. Looking to combine accounts. Money from each year rolls over- if you raise money next year it will carry over.

Q: What about societies that don’t have any money at the moment (including new societies), do we have to wait for fresher’s?
A: They can put in a development plan and will receive funding before September.

For: 29
Against: 1
Abstain: 0

The policy passed.

Code of practice Update: 

For: 28
Against; 2
Abstain: 0

The update to the Code of Practice was approved.

7. Motions

Simon Griffin (Sci-Fi) spoke on behalf of Garry Duke (Anime).

Q: Can you please clarify what you are asking for?
SG: The motion is to go back to the old way of approving societies and giving voting power back to Assembly.




Natalie Goodwin (NG): The process is not a democratic choice; societies are affiliated on the basis of whether or not they meet the criteria set out in the code of practice.
SG: Then shouldn’t all the societies affiliated by the prior process be reviewed again?
LK: That wouldn’t happen for any other policy change. Furthermore, all current societies were approved by the Societies House Executive against the criteria laid out in the code of practice.

Kirsty Jenkins: Having a separate process for political/religious societies versus others is not inclusive. We have to be as fair as possible.

SG reinforced that he was speaking on behalf of  Garry and not himself. 

SG: The papers are not sent out prior to the meetings and so we weren’t made aware of the new societies and of our contact within the SHE.
NG: Papers have gone out and also online. There is also opportunity to ask members of House Exec outside of Assembly or to talk to the VP Activities. You are still receiving the opportunity to vote in the assembly meeting. 

LK mentioned that if the main issue was the lack of Q&A sessions in Assembly, a separate motion could be brought forward at a future assembly to bring this back.

For: 25
Against: 2
Abstain: 4

Big Ideas Discussion

There were no big ideas to discuss.

VP Activities Report

LK went through her report. 

There were no questions. Sci-Fi thanked Lizzy for her support across the year.

Any Other Business

SG withdrew his motion.

Date and time next meeting

LK mentioned that she was hoping to organise another assembly in the last week.
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