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Societies Assembly Minutes – Wednesday 18th February


1.  Apologies For Absence

Trent TV 
Feminist 
Medieval
Psychology
Bhangra

Societies not in attendance from signing in sheet;

	ACS
	Jewish

	Anthony Nolan Marrow
	Korean

	Amnesty International
	Labour

	Brack Wildlife Photography
	Leadership International

	Chemistry
	LEX

	Chinese Christian
	Labour

	Civil Engineering
	Malaysian

	Computing
	Marxist & Proletariat

	Conservative Future
	Mathematics

	Cooking
	Medieval

	Criminology
	Microbiology

	CSSA
	Miscarriages of Justice

	Cypriot & Hellenic
	Music

	Design
	Pharmacology

	Disney
	Politics

	Drama
	Pride

	Economics
	Psychology

	Education
	Real Ale and Cider

	English
	Scouts & Guides

	Fashion
	St Johns LINKS

	Fez Wearing
	Trent Bass

	Fly FM
	Trent Cocktails

	Funky Fresh Collective
	Trentside

	Gamer
	Vegetarian

	Geography
	Warlocs

	Gamer
	Wine

	Geography
	Young Independence

	Islamic
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





2. Accepting the Agenda and Notification of A.o.B

LK asked Assembly to approve the agenda. The agenda was unanimously ACCEPTED.

General Feedback and Voter Registration were added to the A.o.B.



3. Minutes Approved

LK asked Assembly to approve the minutes from the previous Assembly.

The minutes were ACCEPTED.

4. Updates

a) Elections

LK reminded assembly that all nominations must be submitted by Friday at 5pm and that nominations received after this time would not be accepted. 

b) Global Week

Josephine Southwell-Saunders (JS) was introduced to discuss Global Week to the audience. She informed assembly that the Trip/Event form on the Committee Hub had been updated to include an option for Global Week events.
JS agreed to stay at the end to talk to any societies who were interested in doing an event.

5. Service Level Agreement

LK went through the Service Level Agreement and the responsibilities of both committee members and NTSU. There were no questions, comments or concerns.

6.  Code of Practice

LK went through the updated Code of Practice, explaining the key changes made. This included changes made to voting/ratifications and how the SU would support societies with under 15 members.

Garry Duke (Anime President) believed that the changes made to the way the SU supports societies with 15 members was much fairer, as there were some societies that would naturally have fewer members than others.

One student mentioned that he did not receive the email. AP said he would look into this.

44 students voted FOR the new Code of Practice.
4 students said no.

The new Code of Practice was ACCEPTED.





7. VP Activities Report & Questions

LK went through her report. There were no questions.

8. A.o.B

a. General Feedback

Simon Griffins thanked Lizzy Kelly for arranging a last minute coach for a society event that took place in January. He stressed that without Lizzy’s help the event would not go ahead. He presented her with flowers on behalf of the society.

b. Voter Registration

LK reminded assembly that they had to register themselves to vote in the general elections. Voter registration forms were given out to be collected at the end of assembly.

Questions

Q: Do current committee members see the list of nominations before everyone else?
A: No, everyone sees them at the same time. If you require a list for an AGM, please let us know.

Q: Will the list be online? 
A: Yes, they will be published alongside the list of candidates of every election.

Q: Will societies be getting an incentive for achieving a high voter turn out?
A: We will look into this and see what we can do.

Q: There is a small problem with the website when it comes to submitting big ideas. It tells me that I have used over 1000 characters but when I haven’t.
A: If you copy and paste from Word, you also copy over ‘tags’ which increase the character count. We suggest typing straight into the form on the website.

Q: Can University of Nottingham Students’ Union students become affiliate members of SU?
A: This is not allowed as our articles of memorandum say we can’t. This is due to a funding issue, as we can’t spend our students’ money on external students.

Q: Why can we join UoNSU societies but not vice versa?
A: They are a different organisation and so they have different regulations. If you wanted to pursue this idea, you would have to submit a ‘Big Idea’ along the lines of ‘Can we have a partnership with UoNSU that allowed their students to become members of our SU’.



Q: If we did submit that Big Idea, could we charge their members a larger membership fee compared to our members?
A: The new code of practice allows for this.

Q: Can affiliate members run for committee positions?
A: No, they have to be a student here.

Q: Can alumni or affiliate members vote? If so, do they count towards the 20% total?
A: They can’t vote. The 20% only considers the number of student members voting.

9. The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be the 11th March 2015.

The meeting was closed.
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