[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Nottingham Trent Students Union
Societies Assembly Minutes – Wednesday 12th November 2014



1.  Apologies For Absence

Trent TV 
Feminist 


Societies not in attendance from signing in sheet;

	ACS
	Islamic

	Anthony Nolan Marrow
	Jewish

	Architecture
	Juggling

	Brack Wildlife Photography
	Korean

	Chemistry
	Labour

	Chinese Christian
	Leadership International

	Civil Engineering
	Malaysian

	Computing
	Marxist & Proletariat

	Conservative Future
	Mathematics

	Cooking
	Microbiology

	Criminology
	Miscarriages of Justice

	CSSA
	Music

	Cypriot & Hellenic
	Palestine

	Design
	Pharmacology

	Economics
	Politics

	Education
	Real Ale and Cider

	English
	Rock & Alternative Music

	Fez Wearing
	Scouts & Guides

	Fly FM
	St Johns LINKS

	Hindu
	Vegetarian

	History
	Wine






2. Accepting the Agenda and Notification of A.o.B

LK asked Assembly to approve the agenda. The agenda was unanimously ACCEPTED.

‘Global Week’ was added to A.o.B

3. Minutes Approved

LK asked Assembly to approve the minutes from the previous Assembly.

The minutes were ACCEPTED.


4. Updates

a. Elections

Amy Mclaughlan (AM) was introduced to assembly and went through key election dates and deadlines. She reminded assembly that the committee spread sheet had to be submitted as soon as possible and informed Assembly that committee positions not listed or without a role description would not be contested in the election.


Question: We are doing an EGM to add new positions. Do we need to send them to you?
Answer: Yes, send them over at the earliest opportunity. 

Question: Are those on committees classed as members?
Answer: Members are those who are on the online members list, which can be found on the website. These are the only students who can vote or stand for a position.

Question: What if we can’t fill all of our positions?
Answer: As long as President, Treasurer and Secretary are elected, then the society will not be suspended. 

Question: Does an AGM need to be held on campus?
Answer: It must be held in a location that is accessible to members. AGM’s held in someone’s house or at a pub are not deemed accessible.

b. AGMs

LK reminded Assembly that 20% of the membership must be in attendance at an AGM.

AM explained the procedure for holding an AGM and confirmed that all AGM’s must be held by 10th March.

Question: Can the minute taker take part in the AGM/Q+A if they are running in the election?
Answer: It would be best to encourage someone else to produce the minutes.

Question: Who would chair the discussion if several committee members were all re-running?
Answer: This could be anyone as long as they were trained and briefed beforehand on how to chair.

Question: Can members go for more than 1 role?
Answer: Yes, but they can’t win both. They would be removed from the election that they didn’t want to win and the votes would be recounted.

c. Training review

AP informed Assembly that committee members would be invited to attend various focus groups on the society training that they attended. These sessions would include the ‘Stronger Chairing’ workshop. Information on these review sessions would be available over the coming weeks.


d. Website: 

Anil Parmar (AP) led a brief demonstration of the dashboard features available to students. Students were informed that they should contact anil.parmar@su.ntu.ac.uk if they had any problems accessing the dashboard.
AP explained how to view membership details, change group logos and add pages through the ‘content management’ tab.

Question: Why can’t I download my members?
Answer: This is done for data protection purposes. 

AP also demonstrated how to send emails to the entire membership from the society email address. He confirmed that the new email addresses were not distribution lists and as such did not have an inbox.


Question: Why isn’t it an inbox? My Society emails get lost in my University inbox.
Answer: We recommend you create a rule on outlook to send society emails to a separate folder.

Question: Can my entire committee access the dashboard?
Answer: If you wish for additional committee members to have dashboard access, please send their names and email addresses to anil.parmar@su.ntu.ac.uk.

Question: Can we email out to non-members, maybe those who are ‘interested’ at Freshers and need to know more?
Answer: You need to provide details to the SU who can upload them to a separate group.




4. President’s Address

Marcus Boswell (MB) went through some issues that arose surrounding the Youth Independence society application. He highlighted that the SU is obliged to remain politically neutral and by not allowing the society to form, this obligation had been breached.


Question: Surely you are eliminating the democratic nature of the SU  by allowing them to form?
Answer: They appealed, using the democratically approved process, as all societies are able to. They were judged to have met the 5 principles and as such they can form if they can get 15 members interested in joining the society.

Question: Couldn’t political and religious societies be their own group, outside of societies?
Answer: By listing them as a society we can ensure that they abide by and follow society regulations. There are not currently any other vehicles within the union by which we can affiliate religious or political groups other than societies.


Question: Why did we have the vote in the first place? Why should we have one in the future?
Answer: In this case, the Code of Practice was out of date and the applications had to come to assembly. 

Question: What about the Green Party application?
A: This is a different situation from that experienced with Young Independence. However, as we are obliged to be impartial and the Green Party application meets the five principles they will be allowed to proceed with their affiliation. They have been very co-operative through the process of dealing with their application 


Question: Does this mean we could end with a BNP society?
Answer: A BNP society application would be judged against the 5 principles. 

Question: Societies should be inclusive. Surely some of their comments go against the values of the SU?
Answer: The comments that have been made are not representative of the party but of individuals. Should the society break the  equal opportunities policy, for example, they would have broken the 5 criteria that all societies must abide by and as such would be subject to the Members Code of Conduct.. In the same way as all other societies.


Question: Is there anything we can do or is the process out of our hands?
Answer: At this point, the appeal has been granted and the society will be active as long as they have 15 members.

Question: How can you reassure members about what is going on?
Answer: A statement was made yesterday. The SU Executive will meet tomorrow to discuss the topic and any further action that may be taken.

Question: Could we still give feedback on an application if it was decided elsewhere?
Answer: Yes, we will inform Assembly as soon as possible when a new political/religious society submits an application.

Question: When will the new Code of Practice come to assembly?
Answer: We hope to bring it for approval at the next assembly.


5. VP Activities Report

LK went through her report and updated Assembly on her work.

There were no questions.

6. A.o.B

JS reminded assembly that Global Week was taking place between 2nd-6th March. Societies who were interested in holding an event during that period were welcome to apply for funding from the University help them hold the event. 

7. Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next assembly was confirmed to take place on the 18th February 2015.
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